I. Introduction
Laterite soils are formed in the tropics where there is heavy rainfall during the wet season followed by humid dry season. Laterite soils are essentially the products of tropical weathering and are mainly used for construction purposes. The chemical composition morphological characteristics of these laterite soils are influenced by the degree of weathering to which the parent material has been subjected. Holland (1903) suggested that during the weathering of aluminous silicates in the tropics, the silica, alkalis and alkaline earths are removed in solutions while the alumina and ferric oxide become hydrated and remain behind. However, stated that from engineering point of view, particularly where there is lack of adequate laboratory facilities, lateritic soils can be regarded as all products of tropical weathering with red, reddish brown or dark coloration . The geotechnical characteristics and field performance of most laterite soils are influenced considerably by genesis, degree of weathering, morphological characteristics, chemical and mineral composition as well as by the environmental conditions (Vargas, 1993; Terzaghi, 1958; Clare and Beaven 1962, 1965; Little, 1969; Gidigasu 1972 Gidigasu , 1974 Gidigasu , 1976 . In the process of laterization, Maignem (1966) and Gidigasu (1976) cited in Ola (1976) have identified three major stages in the process of laterization. First, is decomposition which is characterized by physico-chemical brake down of primary minerals and the release of constituent elements. The second stage involves the leaching, under appropriate drainage conditions, of combined silica and bases and the relative accumulation or enrichment from outside sources of oxides and hydroxides of sesquioxides (mainly Al 2 O 3 and Fe 2 O 3 , the most resistant component to leaching). The third stage is dehydration or desiccation which involves partial or complete dehydration of the sesquioide rich materials and secondary minerals. However, available data on geotechnical characteristics of laterite soils show that they range in performance from excellent to poor for engineering purposes. (e.g. Nixon and Skipp 1957;Bava1957; Lundgren 1969)
Method of Investigation
Both disturbed and undisturbed soil samples were collected from three abandoned borrow pits. The samples taken from each of the three sites (PA, PB, PC) were sent to the laboratory to determine properties such as: 
II.
Results And Discussion Table 1 . Grain Size distribution parameters of samples from location PA Table 2 Grain Size distribution parameters of samples from location PB Table 3 . Grain Size distribution parameters of samples from location PC Grain size; The system which has been adopted by the British Standard Institution is the one originally put forward by the Institute of Technology as the well-graded mixture, is one containing an assortment of particles covering a wide range of sizes (Leonard, 1976) . Most of the engineering properties of coarse-grained soils are closely associated with the predominant particle size (e.g. Adeyemi 1995 cited in Gidigasu, 1976,) . Tables (1, 2 
III. Linear Shrinkage (L.S)
The linear shrinkage is an important parameter in the evaluation of soil as highway sub-base materials. Adeyemi (1995) cited in Gidigasu (1973) suggested that any soil with linear shrinkage below 10% as in samples e.g., at location PA (see table 4 ) would not pose a field compaction problem. (Tables 5 & 6 ) have higher linear shrinkages which is above 10% on the average. Madedor (1983) also suggest that a linear shrinkage below 8% indicates a soil that is good as a sub-base , no sample falls within the range. 
